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IIMA and VIDES appreciate the Special Representative’s report on the sexual abuse of children in
peacekeeping and humanitarian contexts.

The Convention on the Rights of the Child unequivocally affirms that children must enjoy protection from
all forms of sexual abuse. Humanitarian workers — both from NGOs and United Nations agencies hold a
great responsibility in providing assistance to communities, and among them children, who are already
experiencing situations of extreme vulnerability.

The gravity of the sexual exploitation and abuse of children is even more serious because these crimes
are perpetrated by the very people deployed to support and protect at-risk individuals and communities.

We fully support the emphasis made by the Special Representative on:

1. The absolute obligation that falls on the United Nations, regardless of the category of the
perpetrators, to protect victims, investigate incidents, report and follow up on human rights
violations and take measures to hold perpetrators accountable.?

2. The urgent need to integrate a child rights-based approach into all strategies to prevent and
respond to child sexual abuse.?

3. The establishment of an independent special court mechanism to investigate and prosecute
child sexual abuse offenses committed by UN civilian and affiliated personnel and by military
personnel where their countries are unable or unwilling to do so.?

Thank you.
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